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Agenda 

• What “soaring for distance” means? 
• 2012 Statistics 

• What does it take? 
• Planning 
• Crewing 

• Unusual flights 
• Photos and video 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What “soaring for distance” means? XC pilots typically try to max their speed such as contest pilots, or their overall OLC distance. By soaring for distance I refer to the goal of flying as far as possible and to new, unusual and interesting places. 
Soaring has much more potential than what many people realize and that it is possible to do much more than fast yoyos along a familiar route.
Flying somewhere new or unusual is very rewarding and memorable. Think Sight seeing. My goal today is to share what it takes to do so safely. 
The map shows all my flight traces from 2012 covering from the Pacific Ocean to the west to eastern Utah near Colorado to the east, and from Idaho and Oregon to the north to Arizona, Southern California and Nevada to the south. 





2012 statistics 
• 31,891 KM (most km flown in the US in 2012) 
• 362 hours 
• 60 flights (530km avg) 
• Spanning 6 states (CA, NV, UT, ID, OR,AZ) 
• Visited Lake Tahoe, Death Valley, Las Vegas, Grand 

Canyon, Zion Canyon, Cedar Breaks, Escalante, Lake 
Powell, Canyonlands, Arches National Park (Moab), 
Golden Gate Bridge, Big Sur. 

• Visited 10 airports 
• 4 unplanned Landouts (all in airports within 30 miles 

from home) 
• 44% (14,000km) from local gliderports (Bay Area) 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most km flown in the US and 10th in the world in 2012 according to OLC 



What does it take? 

• No need to be the best or fast pilot 
• Commitment, flexibility and priority  
• Desire and will to push the boundary 
• Thinking outside the box 
• Having your own glider 
• Good instruments, modern flight computer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talent or experience are not the key to success 
Desire and will to push the boundary – there are group of pilots from Hollister, Byron and Avenal who constantly try to push the boundary by flying further and making unusual flights – safely. None of us damaged his glider doing so. If interested you can join us  at the hollister league where the goal is to fly as far as possible, not as fast as possible. Also join hgcgroup to learn more about our mindset. 
Substitute speed with time. Willing to launch early and land late. Be ready early.
flexibility to change plans or make plans in the last moment, including changing launch site
flexible job - so you wouldn't miss a good midweek flight.
Good friends with similar attitude
Modern moving map flight computer showing terrain, latest waypoint databases covering the whole area, airspace and landout options is essential for flying over unfamiliar territory. Backup GPS
Thinking outside the box, attention to details – If the forecast showing unusual conditions to fly somewhere else such as to the coast or across the Central Valley and the Sierras, go for it instead of the usual milk run
desire and will to push your boundary safely, only risking inconvenience while staying in your comfort zone




What does it take? 

• Flexible job 
• Understanding wife 
• Good understanding of soaring weather forecast  
• Willing to land out 
• Willing to drive far 
• Willing to spend significant time planning and 

monitoring weather 
• Stamina to fly 8-9 hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning 

• Check the forecast carefully and frequently 
• Plan new routes based on forecast and 

landing options 
• Look for unusual soaring conditions to 

plan unusual flights 
• Do some research 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plan new routes based on forecast using latest landout databases, google map, sectionals etc
Do your homework, research, follow online discussions, ask questions and advises!
Contingency planning - have plan b, c
Always know your landing options ahead, always have them in glide




Planning 

• Consider buddy flying 
• Contingency planning 
• Be flexible.  
• Be prepared for landout, carry spot 
• Plan according to forecast, fly according to 

weather 
 

 
 
 



Crewing 
• Is crew required? 
• Can wife crew? 
• Buddy crewing 
• Crewless and Clueless? 
• Motorgliders 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Having a crew is very helpful but  not required (only 3 flights with crew this year) 
Wives can crew - towing a trailer is no big deal
Crystal Squadron and Tehachapi DDD (22 straight outs)
Landouts are usually no big deal – just ask wife to give you a ride to the airport...
Find buddies with similar attitude which you know you can rely on each other for retrieves
Use your charm (ER) or a sign “glider pilot needs ride” to hitchhike and self retrieve
If you own a motorglider, consider exploring areas which are otherwise out of reach in a typical O&R flight, by going straight out to another airport. Many airports provide shuttles to nearby motels. 
Spend the weekend and fly back.  





Unusual Flights 

Bay Tour in north wind wave  
 

• 15K-18K altitude 
• Well above class bravo 
• SF, GG Bridge, Mt Tam, Point Reyes, 

Half Moon Bay 
• Within glide to Byron nearly the whole 

time  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Noteworthy 2012 flights
Route and go/nogo altitudes was calculated the evening before to ensure staying out of class bravo
North wind wave
Climbed to 18K down wind of Mt Diablo
Entirely between 15-18K, Well above the 10K ceiling of class bravo
worked multiple wavelets making sure I stay well above the ceiling.
Found wave over Oakland Hills, Golden Gate bridge, Mt Tam, over the pacific to Pt Reyes, Santa Cruz Mtns, Mission peak
300km, Nearly the whole time within glide from Byron taking wind and strong sink into account!





  
  



Truckee to Byron x2 

• Why drive if you can fly back home? 
• Requires 16-18K over the Sierras with 

40:1 ship 
• Spectacular yet easy and safe flight 
• 100+ miles final glide 
• Plenty of landout options if you don’t make 

it all the way 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a flight anyone can do.
Why drive if you can fly back home? Both you and your crew will arrive home earlier. 
If you can get to 16-18K over the sierras you can glide most of the way back home
Offer wife to drive home early and hook up trailer
crossing the sierra from 16-18k in a calm day (light wind) is absolutely safe
crossing the sierra is spectacular, can do over Yosemite 
So after the typical milk run to the whites went on a 100+ miles final glide across the sierra instead of Truckee 
from 15.5K (1.5 hours)
While marginal to Byron, had plenty of altitude above the Sierra and had Stockton in glide



Other notable flights 

• Jean to Truckee to capture the egg 
• Ely Safari – 5 flights 1000-1250km 

including FAI triangles and flights to Idaho 
• Parowan Safari – Sight seeing flights to 

Lake Powel, Zion, Canyonlands, Moab 
(Arches) 

• Truckee O&R to Oregon (east of 
Lakeview) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jean to Truckee can be done more often than one may think - Jean to Tonopah and Truckee to Tonopah are not uncommon so only needed to connect the segments
Ely was epic. 5 flights 1000-1250km, including 1000k fai triangles (diploma). Unusual conditions to go further to bag both ID 3 corners
Byron - 4 flights across the delta to Williams/Crazy Creek area and back
Hollister/Panoche - Across the SJ valley to the sierras and south along the western sierras to near Tehachapi




Other notable flights 

• Byron – 4 flights across the delta to 
Williams area and back  

• Hollister/Panoche to: 
– Big Sur coast 
– Western Sierras 
– Tehachapi area 
– 800km round trip to near LA Basin 

 



Thanks 

Thanks to my crew this year: 
• My wife Katia 
• Jim Alton 
Also in previous years: 
• Joy Pierce 
• Buzz Graves 
• Eric Rupp 
• David Anisman 
• And more… 
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