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Statement of Purpose

The purpose of the Pacific Soaring Council, Inc., a non-profit, 501(c)3 corporation, isto initiate, sponsor, promote and carry out
plans, policies and activities that will further the education and development of soaring pilots. Specifically, activities will
promote and teach the safety of flight; meteorology; training in the physiology of flight, and the skills of cross country and high
altitude soaring. Other activitieswill be directed towards the devel opment of competition pilots and the organization and support
of contests at the local, regional, national and international levels of soaring. PASCO isthe acronym for the Council. WestWind
is the monthly publication of PASCO. Material may be reprinted without permission. The present board will remain in office

until November 2001. Current dues are $25 annually from the month after receipt of payment.

Pacific Soaring Council, I nc.

Officers of the Corporation

President Karol A. Hines
4108 Coralline Ct, Fremont, CA 94555-3369
510-791-2964 h 415-845-3002 w
Karol_soarLL@compuserve.com

Vice-President Buck Arnold
410 Stapp Rd, Boulder Creek, CA 95006-9058
831-338-8006 h 831-338-9250 w
530-304-2140 cell buck@pc-doctor.com

Secretary Rolf Peterson
2618 Tahoe Drive Livermore, CA 94550-6624
925-447-5620 h 925-447-4255 w
Rolfpete@aol.com

Treasurer John Bell

647 Martinique Dr
Redwood City, CA 94065-1337
650-595-1750 h 650-595-4731 fax

jbell@etherbell.net

Publications Chairperson Ty White
41600 Marigold Drive Fremont, CA 94539-4716
510-490-6765 h 408-616-8379 w
tylerwhite@earthlink.net

Directors of the Corporation

Jim Alton
2413 Cuenca Dr.

San Ramon, CA 94583-2150
925-355-9289 h, 925-824-6053 w
925-785-6149 cell, 925-355-1026 fax
ja2483@shc.com

Andrew McFall
226 Lisa Way
Carson City, CA 89706-0584
775-884-4394 h
AndrewMcFall@aol.com

Chad Moore
5431 Southside Rd
Hollister, CA 95023-9123
831-636-6864 h
chad@outside-the-box.org

Kenny Price, 2670 Husted Rd
Williams, CA 95987-5105
530-473-3403 h, 530-473-5600 w
530-473-5315 fax

kenny@wiliamssoaring.com 1 MFOr mMmation Numbers

Soaring Meteorology Consultant
Doug Armstrong

Skybird98@aol.com

Committees

Awards:
Cindy Donovan
151 Haslemere Ct.
Lafayette, CA 94549-2000
925-932-4269 h
415-667-9142 w
Cynthia.Donovan@Schwab.COM

Membership/Address Change/Calendar
White
see address under Officers of the Corporation

Public Relations:
Chad Moore
see address under Directors of Corporation

Safety:
Sergio Colacevich
see address under Directors of Corporation

Competition:
Peter Deane
1511 Ben Roe Drive
Los Altos, CA 94024-6110
650-964-2797 h
408-721-5765 w
408-733-1642 fax
twotango@worldnet.att.net

Sawyer Award:
Nicholas Thomas
P.O. Box 8412
Incline Village, NV 89452-8412
775-831-9766 h, xcnick@aol.com

PASCO League
Jim Alton - see Directors

FAA Liaison:
Rolf Peterson
see address under Directors of Corporation

Equipment:
Elden Hinkle
700 Hastings St.; Chico, CA 95973-8865
530-898-8101 h; 530-518-4680 w
530-894-7153 fax; ehinkle@aol.com

PASCO League:
Tony Gaechter
see address under Directors of Corporation

Aviation Weather Briefings
National Weather Service, Reno

Soaring
Society of
America

Directors - Region 11
Karol Hines
4108 Coralline Ct., Fremont, CA 94555
(510) 791-2964 h
Karol_SoarLL@compuserve.com

David Volkmann
640 Meadowgate Ct., Reno, NV 89509
H-775-787-3197 volkmann@snowcrest.net

HEADQUARTERS
P.0O. Box 2100, Hobbs, NM 88241-2100
B-505392-1177

GOVERNORS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Bob Korves
1 Tinneil Court, Sacramento, CA 95833
(916) 924-5953 h,
(916) 371-3110 w,
(916) 372-8541 Fax
bkorves@jps.net

NEVADA
Vern Frye
2240 Saddleridge Ct., Reno, NV 89509
h (775) 825-1125

HAWAII
Elmer Udd
266 Poipu Drive
Honolulu, HI 96825
(808) 395-9502 h

Sierra Highway Information
Auburn - 702 793-1313

800 WX-BRIEF (#+318) (775) 858-1300 (#318) Reno - 775 793-1313 Truckee - 775 793-1313

Volume 36, No (12) (500 Copies) Calendar of Events, Ty White; Editorial Policy: WestWind isthe journa of the Pecific Soaring Council.
Material published in WestWind isfreely contributed by membersof PASCO. The accuracy of information and the opinions expressed arethe
responsibility of the contributor. Other publications may reproduce material printed herein, but credit isrequested asto source. Classified rate
is$10 per up to 35 words. Send ad and payment to editor. Display advertising rates available upon request. Articles and photo submissionsare
encouraged. Thedeadlinefor submissionisthe 5th day of the preceding month. Submit all materialsto Editor, Janice Hoke 4188 Plateau Ct,
Reno, NV 89509, 775-747-4145 h, 775-788-6307 w, janice@abaris.com
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REGION 11 GLIDER
OPERATIONS

Air Sailing, Inc. Airport David Volkmann 775-787-3197

Attitude Aviation 299 W. Jack London Blvd.
Livermore, CA 94550, (925) 456-2276

Central California Soaring Club Avenal Gliderport -
600 LaNeva Blvd, Avenal CA 93204, 559-386-9552

Chico Soaring Association (CSA) - Orland Airport, Orland,
CA. Contact Elden Hinkle, 530-898-8101 h,
ehinkle@aol.com

Crazy Creek Soaring 18896 Grange Road, P.O. Box
575, Middletown, CA 95461, 707-987-9112

High Country Soaring Minden-Tahoe Airport, P.O. Box
70, Minden, NV 89423, 775-782-4944

Mt. Diablo Soaring, Inc. Rolf Peterson, Flt. Instructor
2618 Tahoe Drive, Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 447-5620, rolfpete@aol.com

North Valley Aviation Montague Airport P.O. Box 70
Montague, CA 96064 (916) 459-3456

Northern California Soaring Association (NCSA) Byron
Airport, Byron, CA. (925) 516-7503 Contact Mike
Schneider (925) 426-1412

Owens Valley Soaring, 619-387-2673, 5201 Westridge
Rd., Rt 2, Bishop, CA 93514

Palomino Valley Soaring, Air Sailing Gliderport, NV.
Mailing address, Palomino Valley Soaring, PMB 356,
9732 State Route 445, Sparks, Nv. 89436. (775) 475-
2440, info@soar-palomino.com, www.soar-
palomino.com

Hollister Gliding Club, Hollister Airport — Hollister
California, 831-636-3799, 831-636-7705 FAX,
info@soarhollister.com

Soar Minden Minden-Tahoe Airport, P.O. Box 1764,
Minden, NV 89423, 775-782-SOAR(7627), 800-345-7627

Soar Truckee, Inc. P.O. Box 2657, Truckee Airport, CA
96160, 530-587-6702

Williams Soaring Center 2668 Husted Road, Williams,
CA 95987, 530-473-5600, soaring@colusanet.com
http://www.williamssoaring.com/

REGION 11 CLUBS
& ASSOCIATIONS

Air Sailing, Inc. Airport
David Volkmann 775-787-3197

Bay Area Soaring Associates (BASA) - Hollister Air-
port, Hollister, CA; Truckee Airport, Truckee, CA;
Minden-Tahoe Airport, Minden, NV. Contact Stan Davies,
(408) 238-2880.

Central California Soaring Club Avenal Gliderport,
Avenal, CA. Contact Mario Crosina, 1747 Bobolink Lane,
Fresno, CA (559) 251-7933.

Chico Soaring Association (CSA) - Orland Airport,
Orland, CA. Contact Elden Hinkle, 530-898-8101 h,
ehinkle@aol.com

Crazy Creek Soaring Society (CCSS) - Crazy Creek
Gliderport, Middletown, CA. Contact Roger Archey, (415)
924-2424.

Las Vegas Valley Soaring Association - Jean
Airport, NV, P.O.Box 19902, Jean, NV 89019-
1902. 702-874-1420, elmimi@aol.com

Minden Soaring Club - P.O. Box 361, Minden, NV
89423 Contact Rick Walters (775) 265-3386.

Mount Shasta Soaring Center — Siskiyou County
Airport, Montague, CA, Contact Gary Kemp, 530-
934-2484, gkemp@sunset.net

Nevada Soaring Association (NSA) - Air Sailing
Gliderport, NV. Contact Vern Frye (775) 825-1125 h
Northern Califor nia Soaring Association (NCSA) Byron
Aiport, Byron, CA. Contact Mike Schneider (925) 426-
1412

Silverado Soaring Association - Crazy Creek Gliderport,
Middletown, CA; Truckee Airport, Truckee, CA. Con-
tact Douglas Lent (916) 966-4038

Valley Soaring Association (VSA) - 2668 Husted Road,
Williams, CA 95987. Contact Peter Kelly (707) 448-
6422

WORLD WIDE WEB ADDRESSES - REGION 11

SOARING SOCIETY OF AMERICA http://www.ssa.org
PACIFIC SOARING COUNCIL http://www.ranlog.com/pasco/index.html
AIR SAILING INC. http://www.airsailing.org
JIM AND JACKIE PAYNE - FAl BADGE PAGE http://home.aol.com/JPAviation
BAY AREA SOARING ASSOCIATES http://www.flybasa.org
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SOARING CLUB http://www.soaravenal .com
CHICO SOARING ASSOCIATION  http://www.syix.com/clarkaw/csa_home.html
MINDEN SOARING CLUB http://www.mindensoaringclub.org
MOUNT SHASTA SOARING CENTER http://www.community.net/~soaring/mssc.html
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SOARING ASSC. http://www.bethany.edu/psych/ncsa
PALOMINO VALLEY SOARING www.soar-palomino.com
RENO SOARING FORECAST http://nimbo.wrh.noaa.gov/Reno/rnosafrno.htm
SILVERADO SOARING, INC. http://www.silveradosoaring.org/
SOAR HOLLISTER http://www.soarhollister.com/
WILLIAMS SOARING CENTER  http://www.williamssoaring.com/
VALLEY SOARING ASSOCIATION http://www.community.net/~soaring/
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Minutes of the PASCO Board of Directors

Nov. 5, 2001 — ATTENDING: Jim Alton,
John Bell, Diana Bishey, Sergio Colacevich,
PeterDeane, Cindy Donovan, Tony Gaechter,
Karol Hines, Rolf Peterson, Ty White.
DIRECTORS NOT PRESENT: Chad Moore.

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER MEETING:

The September meeting was a virtual meeting
conducted by email. There were no objections
to the minutes as submitted.

TREASURER’'S REPORT:

As of Nov. 1, banking accounts totaled
$11,379.26 excluding the scholarship fund.
Money owed the scholarship fund from the
2000 banquet has been transferred, and the
process has begun to update the account for
the new officers.

Thereis apronounced historical seasonal varia-
tion in the assets of PASCO, with October the
low point. We expect assets by January, again
excluding the scholarship fund, to be approxi-
mately equal to the $16,000 in assets in Janu-
ary of 2001.

The PASCO league operations broke even, and
awards will be paid for from the general funds.
The Region 11 Regionals showed a profit of
$827. WestWind display ads for the calendar
year have been billed and will bring in $2442.
Asnoted in previous meetings, we significantly
manage our costs by setting the number of
WestWind issues published each year.

We have not disbursed money from the schol-
arship fund for the past two years. Its current
balance is approximately $6800.

Action item: Ty and Peter will form acommit-
tee of two to review the historical procedures
for this award and to propose a process.

ADDENDUM TO THE TREASURER’'S RE-
PORT:

At the end of the meeting the board approved
an expenditure of $4,690, which will signifi-
cantly impact the amount of our assets.

PUBLICATION CHAIRPERSON REPORT:
There is no shortage of articles which would
limit the number of issues. September and Oc-
tober issues were combined, November and
December issues are upcoming for a total of
eleven for this year. A review of our display
advertising rates indicate they may be low.
Action item: Prepare to discuss advertising
rates, possible solicitation of new advertisers,
and billing procedure. (Regarding the latter, it
was suggested to bill at half-year intervals on
atrailing basis.)

AWARDS CHAIRPERSON REPORT:

There have been no nominations received for
the Les Arnold and the Esther White Awards
so they will not be presented this year. The
board enthusiastically approved arecipient for
the Exceptional Service Award.

PASCO LEAGUE CHAIRPERSON:

Jim Alton has graciously consented to manage
the PASCO League next year. He was reminded
of the fact that a considerable amount of per-
sonal contact with potential pilots is an im-
portant part of the job.

Jimisin the process of setting dates and sites.
Ty, who is responsible for the PASCO calen-
dar, and Peter as Competition Chairperson, who

is able to help avoid competition date con-
flicts, will assist.

Action item: Dates will be set by the end of
December for inclusion in the January
WestWind if possible.

COMPETITION CHAIRPERSON REPORT:
Upcoming events include:

* 2002 Regionals, Minden, early June, An-
drew McFall organizing.

* 2002 Air Sailing Sports Class contest, July
1-6.

* 2002 Standard Nationals, Hobbs, N.M., July
2-11.

* 2002 15 meter Nationals, Tonopah, Nev.,July
16-25.

* 2003 Standard Nationals, Shasta.

Action item: Peter will ensure communication
with Gary Kemp regarding northern Califor-
nia contest plans.

Action item: Start to plan for next Nationals
bid for 2004, bid due about July of 2002.

The Air Sailing camps are the last two weeks
of June. Andrew McFall would like to restart
the Minden wave camp with PASCO involve-
ment.

Action item: Karol will invite Andrew, who is
an incoming Board member, to present at the
next board meeting.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON REPORT:
Several years ago dues were set so that a mem-
bership of 400 would support 10 issues per
year of WestWind. As of Nov. 1 our member-
ship is at 380 and has been declining very
slightly, with no significant recruitment ef-
fort.

Several approaches were discussed to augment
the visibility of PASCO. These included pre-
paring a membership kit for FBO’s, recruiting
a PASCO representative for each FBO, and
taking a more active role in being a visible
sponsor at regional safety and cross-country
seminars.

Action item: Ty will proceed with the mem-
bership list mailing.

PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRPERSON RE-
PORT:

No report.

Rolf has volunteered to update two items in
the brochure which are out of date, the Re-
quirements for Glider Pilots section and the
list of contacts.

SAFETY CHAIRPERSON REPORT:

As Sergio is retiring from the board, his suc-
cessor will carry on with hiswork to publicize
the Critical Assembly Check.

A major ongoing activity of this position is to
coordinate the high altitude training sessions,
which require constant oversight and contact
with the appropriate official. It is suggested to
ask Andrew to take this on as part of hisinter-
est in the wave camp.

The Sawyer award has a cash award which has
been informally endowed by the winners. The
board suggested that PASCO should provide
the funds instead of the previous winners.
Sergio has strong opinions on the rules and
format for the Sawyer Award competition.
Action item: Sergio will present a proposal to
the board regarding the Sawyer Award rules
and process.

FAA LIAISON:

In the aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks, the
FAA, among other actions, closed or severely
restricted the airspace around the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory. The result was
to prohibit all general aviation activity at
Livermore and Byron airports.

Rolf’s and others’ work with the FAA resulted
in the creation of awindow for private owners
to fly their aircraft out of those airports to
another location.

These events and responses are likely to in-
crease pressure for additional transponder re-
quirements for general aviation aircraft, in-
cluding gliders. PASCQO’s position is support-
ive of transponder usage, and “PASCO recom-
mends that gliders operating cross country,
within 50 NM of Reno-Tahoe Airport, install
and use a Mode C altitude encoding transpon-
der”. The board recognizes the difficulty pre-
sented by the lack of suitable equipment at
this time but would like the SSA to be more
supportive of transponder use than they are.
OLD BUSINESS:

New board members: Joining the board are
Jim Alton, Buck Arnold, Andrew McFall and
Kenny Price. John Bell will remain on the board
and will keep the books, although he will not
serve as secretary. The board wishes to offer
heartfelt thanks to outgoing board members
Diana Bishey, Publications Chairperson; Sergio
Colacevich, Safety Chairperson; and Tony
Gaechter, PASCO League Chairperson.
Banquet/Seminar status: We are expecting up-
wards of 100 attendees with an exciting lineup
of speakers, including Einar Enevoldson,
PERLAN Project Manager, and Dr. Elizabeth
Carter, Project Meteorologist, speaking on “The
Stratospheric Wave Project: Soaring to 100,000
Feet”.

Action item: As John will be unable to attend
the banquet he will arrange with Karol for the
delivery of the treasurer’s report.

Distribution of fundsto FBO’sfor “relief” from
September down time: The board approved the
expenditure of funds to invite two representa-
tives to the banquet as our guests and to do-
nate $600 from our general funds as an ex-
pression of our support. This applies to each
of the seven commercial glider operations in
our region.

Action Item: Ty will coordinate.

Banquet raffle: The board suggested we forgo
araffle thisyear as we do not need an immedi-
ate donation to the scholarship fund and the
program will be full without it.

Actionitem: Ty will follow up with traditional
raffle donors.

Y outh Soaring Academy Support: The board
is highly supportive of this effort, initiated
the publication of an article in the April 2001
WestWind and will continue to facilitate Mr.
Davies' interactions with the SSA. The board
also feels that any effort to expand this pro-
gram to other sites will of necessity be a grass-
roots program similar to Mr. Davies’ and is
not something that the board can reasonably
expect to initiate.

Action item: Karol to follow up regarding fur-
ther correspondence.

jbell @etherbell.net voice: 650.595.5264
fax: 650.595.4731
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Janice, Would
you liketo
write a title for
this article?
And do you
have a photo of
JJ?

By John “JJ" Sinclair

“How far to Kirk?” | asked.
“Thereisno Kirk,” replied an authen-
tic American Indian wearing a flat
billed cowboy hat, the kind the drill
instructors wear. It had alarge
feather sticking straight up from the
brim on one side. In the other seat of
the dilapidated pickup sat a young
lady about 18. Between them lay a
scope-mounted, bolt-action, thirty
odd six that looked like it had seen
more than its share of action.

“Well, how far to Highway 977"
No reply. “I'll give you 50 bucks to
drive me to the highway.” “Look
White Man, I’'m on a hunt. Pick you
up on my way out, you still here.”
Varrooom — the pickup sped away in
acloud of dust. Glancing over my
shoulder at the LS-7 sitting in a
meadow, | started walking down the
long dusty road. As | walked, | re-
membered the pilots briefing that
morning. Contest Director Stew
Tittle, had asked me to give the
safety briefing and | had told the pi-
lots what they should have with them
when flying in the wild country of
northern California and Oregon.
Among other things, | mentioned a
cell phone and a handheld radio.
Good advice, and | had neither. It
had been a memorable day. We had
just flown the fourth day of the 1998
15 Meter Nationals at Montague, Ca-
lif. Stew had wanted to
call Crater Lake as aturnpoint, if the
conditions were right.

This day looked promising. There
were cumulus all the way from
Montague to the lake. They were a bit

WESTWIND

low, but the lift was strong and | fig-
ured the cloud base would rise from
itsinitial 10,000 feet. Climbing fast
on Craggy, as one of the task commit-
tee members, | gave Stew the thumbs
up, with a“let’s doer.” Crater Lake
isonly about 75 miles away, and it’'s
not far enough for a strong day. Stew
sent us to Quartz Valley first and
then on to Crater. Sounded good to
me, give those cu’s longer to rise on
up. In and out of Quartz had been
easy and then | made my the first big
(bad) decision of the day. There were
good looking cu’s over the moun-
tains, but the cloud base still hadn’t
risen. Off to the east the cu’s looked
ragged.

I went up the mountains. Things
were working well, the only problem
was there was only about 3,000 feet
between the bottom of the cu’s and
the top of the trees. By the time | got
to Mt. McGoughlin, my maneuvering
band had dwindled to2,000 feet. | was
getting “nervous in the service,” and
then the last cu didn’t work! | was a
thousand feet above the trees and no
place to put it, except Lake of the
Woods. | checked the windward side
of McGoughlin and found some very
weak lift.

Just then, | spotted Gary Ittner
and Rick Walters and followed them
like a puppy dog. The problem was, it
was just another “misery loves com-

pany” party. We made it to about ten
miles south of Crater Lake, but
couldn’t get high enough to get the
turn. It was located on the lip of the
crater and we would run into the side
of the mountain before we got within
a quarter mile of the place. What to
do?

Gary headed west, Rick and |
headed east. We found a four knotter
and got plenty high enough to get the
turn, now ten miles back. | then made
my second big (bad) decision of the
day. There was eight or ten ships be-
low me in this four knotter, why not
leave now, get the turn and then come
back and these guys will be marking
the thermal for me.

| did and they didn’t. On my way
back, there was no thermal, no glid-
ers, nothing! | had left that thermal a
couple of thousand feet below the top
and now needed every inch of the al-
titude | hadn’t taken. It looked like a
dead glide to Chiloquin, no pattern,
no nothing, just straight in. Off to
the east was a knoll, sun and wind on
the west side. It’s got to work or
we’'re going to land in that meadow.
It didn’t and we did. Rough field, as
cattle had left hoof holes in the mud
before it dried up some. | got a mes-
sage off to Rick with my coordinates,
but he was landing too and wasn’t
sure they were received. Talked to the
Indian and now I’'m walking to a town

Reno, Nevada

Approach Control.

ing transponder.

Use of Mode C Transponders

The potential conflict between gliders and commercial air traffic
near Reno has increased with the growth of commercial jet traffic
into Reno-Tahoe Airport (RNO) during the past few years. PASCO
emphasizes that glider pilots operating in the Reno area must be alert
for all air traffic arriving and departing RNO.

Transponder signals are received by Traffic Collision Avoidance
Systems (TCAS) on board commercial aircraft as well as by Air Traf-
fic Control (ATC) Radar. By Air Traffic Control (ATC) Letter of
Agreement, gliders in the Reno area can transmit the 0440 transpon-
der code in the blind, without establishing radio contact with Reno

PASCO recommends that gliders operating cross country, within 50
NM of Reno-Tahoe Airport, install and use a Mode C altitude encod-

A new page has been added to the Minden Soaring Club Web site:
http/www.mindensoaringclub.org/. Look under the WEL COME page for
a new section for those soaring out of Truckee, Minden, or Air Sailing.
Please study this material on safe soaring within the Reno ATC area.
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that doesn’t exist and | don’t know
how far it is. Great Sport, why the
Hell do we do this? The smart
money went to the ragged-looking
cu’s that were to the east of
Montague. Nine of them made it and
had an easy ride. The rest of us were
strung out all the way to Crater Lake
and back. About two miles down the
road, | cameto atrailer, no phone, no
power, nothing. Another mile or so,
down the road and | spotted a
doublewide with power and phone
(must be getting closer to the high-
way) The owner let me use his
phone. My crew had received Rick’s
message and was on the way.

| gave the owner 20 twenty bucks
for using his phone and then walked
back to the ship. Made a mental note
of how to dismantle the gate that led
into my field, just in case. It was now
nine o’ clock and the mosquitoes were
eating me alive. | got in the cockpit
and must have killed at least a dozen
or more of the hungry little buggers
inside the cockpit. About ten o’ clock,
| heard the Bum-Bum-Bum-Bum of an
empty trailer being driven fast down a
washboard road. Got out the only
piece of survival equipment | had, a
flashlight. When the headlights came
into view, | gave them the old-Hi-Ho.
Elden Hinkle and my son John had
found me by using alittle $100
handheld GPS. Asthey were driving
north on Highway 97, the needle
swung 90 degrees right. They turned
around and took the first road to the
east. Driving down this road, the
needle swung 90 degrees left. They
took the next road north. Then driving
down that road, the needle swung 90

degrees left again and | was in the
field on their left. Great invention,
this GPS.

The guy that | had given 20 bucks
to showed up at 11 o’clock with the
owner of the field so we didn’t have
to pull the hinge pins on his gate. No
place to eat that |ate at night, got
back to Montague at 1:30 a.m.. Up at
seven, put the ship together, water it
up and get to the Task Committee
meeting by 9. Are we having fun yet?
John Sinclair of Placerville, Calif.,

started soaring 30 years ago and has
3,500 hoursin gliders. He has made
1000K twice and takes considerable
pride in having flown his Silver, Gold
and Diamond badges in a wooden
sailplane, a Duster that he built. Heis
a partner in an ASH-25. During a 22-
year career as bombardier and naviga-
tor inthe Air Force, beginning with
B-29s and B-52s, he flew F-4s and F-
111s. After operating aglider repair
station for 20 years, heretired and re-
stored a Bowlus Albatross.

Cross-country seminar changes focus

to beginning, intermediate pilots

While the first three PASCO cross-country seminars were tailored for
experienced pilots, the fourth in the series is aimed at beginning to mod-
erately experienced glider pilots. The seminar will target any pilot who
has some cross-country orientation, possibly some PASCO L eague expe-
rience or ASI XC Camp attendance, and who is looking to take the next
learning steps to achieve SSA Soaring Badges.

The speakers will discuss planning and mental and physical prepara-
tion for flying cross country, beginning with flights from local glider
ports to the nearest landing sites.

Seasoned pilots will be present to assist in describing local lift, good
weather patterns, preferred routes for leaving the field, and safe landing
sites. Other expert pilots will discuss mentoring, preparing for badge
flights, and decision-making in the air.

The date for the PASCO-sponsored all day seminar will be announced
by mid-December. It will be held at the University of California, Berke-
ley, physics department. Co-hosts are Sumner Davis, past PASCO presi-
dent and a physics professor representing the university, and Carl Herold,
a PASCO founder and a member of the SSA Hall of Fame.

Each attendee will receive eight hours of briefings, a couple of brief-
ing surprises, a CD of the seminar with all of the briefings included, and
additional reference and handout material.

Final program details and registration information will appear in the
January and February issues of WestWind, as well asin e-mail messages
and Web page publicity.

Capital Campaign 2000
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Stratospheric
Wave Project:
Soaring to
100,000 Feet

By Janice Hoke

Millionaire balloon pilot Steve
Fossett said he’s supporting a team of
high-level soaring pioneers because
“these people do know what they’re
doing — and | get to fly with Einar.”

Fossett, veteran sailplane pilot
Einar Enevoldson, formerly aNASA
test pilot for the F104 and experimen-
tal lifting bodies, and meteorologist
Elizabeth Carter gave an update on
the Stratospheric Wave Project: Soar-
ing to 100,000 Feet to about 100
people at the annual PASCO banquet
Nov. 17 at the Monarch Hotel in
Dublin.

The project aims to take a pres-
surized sailplane piloted by
Enevoldson and Fossett into the
Earth’s stratosphere by using moun-
tain waves that will propel them into
the Polar Vortex, an area of strong
stratospheric wind that provides en-
ergy needed for the tropospheric wave
to amplify with altitude. The phe-
nomenon, discovered by scientists
studying ozone depletion, islittle un-
derstood, Carter said. It is strongest
in New Zealand and Sweden, two
sites where the PERLAN mission will
attempt flights.

“It’s different every year. We
don’t know when it dies, when it
starts, what its temperature is. Some-
how, the tropopause must weaken and
allow the wave to penetrate,” she
said. Carter, who earned aPh.D. in
physics from the University of Ne-
vada, Reno in 1994, has an atmo-
spheric and snow research consulting
business, Firnspiegel, located at
Kings Beach, Calif. She is also under
contract to NASA Dryden to perform
meteorological support to the X43
and the Helios project flight testing.
She had a soaring flight at Minden
this past summer.

Ed Teets, an atmospheric physi-
cist, isthe NASA Dryden program
manager through whom Enevoldson
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and the PERLAN team coordinate.
He and Carter got their doctorates at
UNR’s Desert Research Institute to-
gether under Hal Klieforth, who par-
ticipated in the Bishop Wave project
many years ago.

While powered airplanes like the
SR-71 and B2 fly as high as the lower
stratosphere, the PERLAN sailplane
which will be designed for the flight
will be strong, stable, controllable
and will have
simple systems not
dependent on a
powerplant. It will
carry 50 non-reus-
able batteries. The
sailplane will have
a 101-foot wing-
span and a low
wing loading of
about 7.5 1b./sq. ft.
While it can be
flown manually
without artificial
stability below
90,000 feet, it will require automatic
stabilization above 90,000 feet. At
100,000 feet, it is estimated the L/D
will be about 30. It can be flown by
hand by pilots in space suits at night
and in difficult weather and will be
equipped with a drogue parachute,
said Carl Herold, a project consultant
who is working on instrumentation.

Fossett, who holds many single-
and multi-place balloon records as
well as sailboat records and has at-
tempted round-the-world balloon
flights, agreed two years ago to spon-
sor the sailplane project, Enevoldson
said. Fossett has qualified in a space
suit in the altitude chamber at Beale
Air Force Base and has learned
through his balloon flights to stretch
oxygen by partially pressurizing his
lungs to buy more time at altitude, he
said.

This month, preliminary flightsin
amodified DG505M with lithium bat-
teries and liquid oxygen replacing the
engine are slated to reach altitudes in
the 40,000 to 50,000 foot range from
takeoff in California City, Herold
said, moving to New Zealand to try to
catch the Polar Vortex in the June
through September period.

Development of the PERLAN
sailplane and other mission compo-
nents will take two years, Herold
said. The project has the strong sup-
port of NASA, which is keenly inter-

(from left) Elizabeth Carter, Steve Fossett,
Einar Enevoldson at the PASCO Banquet

ested in mapping the stratosphere and
understanding turbulence in the wave
field as well as the chemical activity
of the ozone layer.

“NASA Dryden isfull of glider
pilots and people with tremendous en-
thusiasm for flight that extends every
boundary,” Enevoldson said. “They
all speak the same language.”

The federal agency has helped
with the loan of space suits, meteoro-
logical data
from high-fly-
ing balloons
and design
studies.
Enevoldson
gave credit to
two preceding
efforts to ex-
plore high-alti-
tude soaring
flights, the Si-
erraWave
Project in
1950-56 that
reached 44,500 feet and gave pilots a
new appreciation of the rotor and
clear-air turbulence, and the world
record flights of Larry Edgar (1952),
John Robinson (1949), Bill lvans
(1950), Paul Bikle (1961) and Bob
Harris (1986), the current World
Record holder of 49,009 feet over the
Sierra Nevada Mountains, in the lee
of Mount Whitney, Calif. Inthe
1980s there was a Flight Level 500
project which made several flights
above 30,000 feet in a Grob
multiplace glider with pressure suits.
“They tried to accomplish aworld al-
titude record with all donations and
volunteers, but it was just too diffi-
cult to do with all volunteers,”
Enevoldson said.

“Without Steve Fossett’s partici-
pation, without the dedication and
teamwork of NASA, without the ex-
perience of the PERLAN team mem-
bers, and without the credential s of
Einar, we wouldn’t get to first base,”
Herold said.

Visit the new PERLAN WEB site
(http://www.firnspiegel.com/perlan/ )
which is currently under develop-
ment. For those interested in the
many world record achievements of
Steve Fossett, visit: http://
www.who2.com/stevefossett.html/.
Thanks to Carl Herold for his helpin
preparing this article.

—Editor
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A Good
Soaring
Day In The
Great Basin

Editor’s Note: Carl Herold gives us
an insight on a spectacular day of
soaring when the usual strategy of
finding and climbing thermals wasn’t
the best choice. Only thermaling less
than 10 percent of the flight, he used
long, continuous areas of lift under
snow virga to achieve a national
record.

By Carl Herold

On the morning of Thursday, July
26, 2001, | declared a multi-place
motor-glider 750 Km triangle speed
task from the Douglas County Airport
in Minden, Nevada, | would fly my
Nimbus 3DM, N73AB, CN # 1V. The
flight was to be logged on my Cam-
bridge Model 10 flight recorder. My
attentive official observer was Ne-
vada State Record keeper, Douglas J.
Donohue from Gardnerville, NV.

My “Honorable Ballast” and co-
pilot was Milton Hare from Redwood
city, Calif., who usually flies his
ASH 25. Milton was looking forward
to bombing around the course in my
“barge” at high cruising speeds.

The morning soaring forecast in-
dicated a freezing level at 15,000 feet
in the Great Basin. Littledid | real-
ize how beneficial this would be as
the soaring day unfolded. Thiswas a
weather condition to fly the weather
and not the forecast. The previous
day produced good soaring for others,
but | had obligations that day.

The lift forecast for today was 1,517
fpm, the same as for the day before.
The Reno NOAA Office Soaring
Forecast indicated winds al oft of 280
degrees and 11 knots at all soaring
levels. The NOAA weather synopsis
was “aflat level ridge of high pres-
sureis building in the soaring area.

\Tifi mass will become marginally
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unstable but moisture remains pretty
limited so there will be some cumulus
but probably no convection.” TheK
index was moved up from 3 to 4 for
the day.

The 7:30 PST high-resolution im-
agery provided few cloud cluesto in-
fluence task setting. There were
some clouds in the northwestern
quadrant of Nevada. The water vapor
showed moisture thinning down the
White and Inyo Mountains. The
soundings for Reno, Desert Rock and
Elko showed about a 10-degree C dew
point additional drop (dryer) above
500 mb (18,000 feet) inhibiting over-
development.

distance. The total distance flown
from Minden to/from the remote start/
finish gate around the triangle was
783.6 Km (486.76 miles)

| self-launched into good lift and
made a poor start at the Windmill
Gate, 22 minutes after launch. | did
not connect into good lift by Lone
Pine Canyon below adequate-looking
cumulous clouds. | made a second
start 18 minutes later and still only
achieved 400 to 600 fpm climb.
| decided to not dally here and
flopped over Bald Mountain at 11,500
feet looking for lift. There were lots
of good-looking clouds, but the weak

lift was better

The surface w for cruising
moisture was 11,000 to
also dryer * . 12,000 feet
below 750 i over the Pine
mb. Grove Moun-
This tains looking
looked like a - for stronger
virga day lift cells. |
over much of did not con-
the area well nect with
dast of the ,_ much good
Sierrafrom lift, but kept
Minden to A | cruising
Lone Pine. through
If the cloud scraps of de-
base were layed sink

less than 14,000 feet, rain virga
would mark the streets for cruising in
lift and possible rain OD obstacles
for the day. Asthe day warmed,
pushing cloud base above 15,000 feet,
then light rain virga turned to snow
virga.

| would have to wait until the
weather began to develop along the
declared course to find out. With
snow virgait looked like lightning
and heavy overdevelopment weren’t
likely, but Mother Nature will insert
unplanned soaring potholes. For this
reason, | decided to declare my favor-
ite and 41 750 Km triangle instead
of the 1000 Km triangle.

| declared a 759.63 Km speed tri-
angle with the Windmill remote start/
finish Gate 7.5 miles southeast of
Minden Home base. The first
turnpoint would be the Cerro Gordo
Peak near Lone Pine and the second
turnpoint would be Mahogany Turn
Point 14 miles west of the Round
Mountain Gold Mine. The third and
shortest leg was 26.4% of the course

under clouds until about 15 miles
south of Lucky Boy Pass when | fi-
nally found my second climbing ther-
mal, a 10-knot climb to over 14,000
feet, with cloud base of 15,000 feet.

| averaged 95 mph the next 126 miles
to Cerro Gordo Peak.

I could tell we needed to keep
moving as the virga was growing fast
east of the Sierra and appeared to be
alikely blocking pothole on returning
north from Cerro Gordo Peak on the
way to the second turnpoint. | aver-
aged 89.78 mph on the first 193.86-
mile leg.

After turning the first turnpoint,
the misty virga was now snow. The
small snowballs ranged from 1/8 to 1/
4 inch in diameter and didn’t stick.
When we reached east of the
Tinnemaha Reservoir, | decided to
enter under the cloud cover sur-
rounded by snow virga and there was
delayed sink and lots of lift streets
for cruising everywhere and no light-
ning. | left the virga and meandered
off course towards the town of Silver




Peak east of the Fish Lake Valley and
ran the next virga snow streets the
same way, just keeping the glider
moving at 14,000 to 16,000 feet, indi-
cating 75 to 85 knots. The true
ground speeds were 90 to 110 knots,
with a 10-knot tailwind component.
On the second 153.6 Mile leg, | aver-
aged 85.69 mph. My meandering
path along lift streets from the course
line was increasing my average
speed, and | was not wasting time
thermalling. Thisis always atrade-
off to make.

On my approach to the second
turnpoint, | moved towards acloud in
the blue west of the turnpoint. It
evaporated with negligible lift and |
turned east to 5 miles from my Ma-
hogany turnpoint and then made a
long southwesterly glide to the snow
virgalined along the Gillis Mountain
range (NE of Hawthorne) just cruis-
ing without much turning to get home
against an increasing headwind,
maintaining 14,000 to 15,000 feet.
This extra 10 miles at the second
turnpoint cost me about 8 minutes. |
don’t consider this a mistake, just
that every decision doesn’t always
work out.

On the last leg home from the Ma-
hogany turnpoint, we (Milton flew
about 50 percent of this leg home)
only averaged 79.35 mph. | finished
by gliding over Mt. Siegel against an
18-knot headwind with much turbu-
lence at about 11,500 feet to dive to
the finish gate at 8,500 feet with
spoilers out above 100 knots to fin-
ish. Against the headwind, | allowed
an extra 1,500-foot margin to be
above the Pine Nut Mountain leeward
sink. It could have been a wasted en-
ergy margin, but we needed it.

After an hour on course, | knew |
should have started at 10,000 feet in-
stead of 8,500 feet. This would have
saved me some more time, and would
have increased the task speed to
about 87.78 mph, producing a 3.14
mph increase. Hindsight is always
20-20.

The average speed for the 742.01-
mile course was 84.63 mph. By
thermalling seldom and staying at
14,000 to 16,000 feet cruising most of
the flight along snow virga streets,
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we produced a 750 Km U.S. National
and Nevada State multiplace motor
glider speed record, exceeding the ex-
isting national record of 123.72 kph
(76.61 mph) by 8 mph. .

We thermaled 33 minutes, 9.9 per-
cent, out of the 5 hours and 34.6 min-
utes of the task time. Long meander-
ing streets of snow virga provided
continuous lines of cruising lift, in-
fluencing the key tactical soaring
strategy. A climb-and-glide strategy
was not the best cross-country strat-
egy for the day. We were soaring in
average lift of -1 to 2 knots while
cruising at 70 to 85 knots for long pe-
riods of time. Occasionally we would
stop and thermal climb a few turns at
8 to 10 knots, if there was blue hole
long glide ahead. We made unpro-
ductive, wasted turns about 2 percent
of the task time. More than half of
the time we were cruising under virga
cloud. We avoided the blue most of
the time, except for gliding to and
from the second turnpoint.

The estimates above were pro-
duced by hand analysis. SeeY ou and
other flight analysis software tend to
overstate the statistics by up to a fac-
tor of two. | have found the current
computer modeling techniques tend to
provide statistics to compare against
other pilots, but the absolute accuracy
is poor, so | manually smooth the gps
datain a series of many selected seg-
ments, performing total energy calcu-
lations along the whole flight. This
is abetter (for me)labor-intensive
process, but is still not very accurate.

Our minimum and maximum alti-
tudes around the course were from
11,500 feet to 17,700 feet msl, with
an average cruising altitude of 14,700
feet.

Milton knew the flight was going
well when he got to share the cruise
and climb the “Big Barge” on the sec-
ond and third legs of the flight. It
wasn’t as exciting as climb and high-
speed glide flying, but when the
cruising streets are along your course,
you cover the ground making less tac-
tical mistakes. Further, by cruising at
constant lower cruising speeds, |
avoided those wasted dol phin pull-
ups. We tended to stay under and
close to the streets of virga and small
roll clouds close to the virga. Streets

of lift usually last longer and are less
deceiving lasting than searching for a
conventional convective plume.

The record was homologated by
the SSA and is waiting approval by
the NAA. At that timeit will also be-
come a Nevada State Record.

This was the most efficient long
cruising flight | have accomplished.
On May 30, 1986, | flew close to the
same course in my Nimbus 3T pro-
ducing a National and Nevada Open
single Place Speed Record of 83.35
mph.

This was a good soaring day over
alarge area, especially in the Great
Basin. On this same day, July 26,
four other pilots were also making
long flights:

# Jim Payne, ASH-25, Tonopah,
Nev., a 32-mile quadrilateral from
Tonopah to Barker Creek to Bald
Mtn. to Duckwater and return.

# Sergio Colaevich, Discus,
Truckee, Calif., a1030 Km Diplome
triangle from Truckee to Westgard
Pass, to 14 mi NE of Valmy and re-
turn.

# Al Macdonald, ASW-22, Ely,
Nev., a570-miletriangle from Ely to
Jackpot to Battle Mtn. and return

# Bob Barber, Mosquito, Lubbock,
Texas, a 255-mile triangle from Lub-
bock to Brownfield area, to Sudan
and return.

Carl Herold lives in Reno, Ne-
vada. He has flown 51 glider and
13 motorglider types for a total of
6,000 logged hours and 190,000
logged cross-country miles for a
total distance of 7.6 times around
the Earth. This distance was accu-
mulated in 29 states and 3 prov-
inces. He currently soars his Nim-
bus 3DM out of Minden. He is the
founding president of PASCO in
1967-1969, a member of the SSA
Hall of Fame, holder of the Eaton
Award, and a past president of the
Soaring Society of America. He is
currently leading a group of experi-
enced glider pilots producing an
annual cross-country seminar and
publishing a CD of the briefings on
behalf of PASCO.
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Williams
Soaring center

Proudly servicing the Soaring Community for over 15 years

* Winter Instruments e Cambridge GPS

e Tost Products, Tire Releases » Oxygen Systems

* Mylar Seals, Wing Tape » Flight Accessories

» Pilot Supplies e Training, Rides & Rental
Formerly

PIK Pacific

Williams Soaring Center (530) 473-5600

Rex & Noelle Mayes
2668 Husted Road, Williams CA 95987-5105

Wose to Soavins ¥
Minden-Gardnerville-Carson Valley-Carson City-Lak

$$ Hundreds on the sale of your home -
(anywhere). CALL ME BEFORE YOU L
$$ Hundreds on the Purchase of your

in “Soaring Paradise” CALL ME! - F

Call for your FREE Market Orientation
and Relocation Package

AND Check out the loads of information at
www.move2nv.com

1 Toll free: 1 888 886 2157 (id 5980)

Sam Whiteside. CFIG RE/MAX Realty A

Classified
Ads

DG-505MB 20/22. New May 2001,
60 hrs AF and

out/MG endorsement if n
Mike 775.782.122

soarmoore@aol.com, , NV

WestWind C fied ads
on the WO WIDE
w

Now for on price
$10 per month for 35
wor ds.

Your WESTWIND classified
ad will also appear on
PASCO’s WWW page! Be
sure to include your e-mail
address in your
advertisement.

TRUCKEC «

(530) 587-6702

* Open May 1 - October 2
» Tows, Instruction, Rides, Rental
* Camp in the pine trees at the Airport

* Shower, bunk room golf carts,

tie-downs

 Friendly and Fun ¢ Sat night Bar-B-Q
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People at the PASCO banquet

Bertha Ryan, a past SSA director
and member of the Hall of Fame, at-
tended the banquet Nov. 17. She has
been soaring since 1950, was in the
M assachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy soaring club and built her own
Schweitzer 1-26.

Nick Thomas, winner of the 2001
Sawyer Award, said it “is not just a
competition but a way of encouraging
and improving my flying. It forced
me to fly longer and higher and do
things | normally wouldn’t do.” The
award, given for total handicapped
distance flown during the season,
gives an intermediate pilot something
to strive for, Thomas said. He will
administer the program in 2002.

Rolf Peter son, who was given the
Les Arnold Award, PASCO'’ s highest
honor, at the banquet, has served as
PASCO’s liaison to the FAA for
many years and as a member of the
board, attended the meeting when the
board pulled the wool over his eyes,

SOAR

MINDEN

BUSINESS MEMBER
Establlshed 1978  Incorporated 1982

Minden - Tahoe Airport
Minden, Nevada

Gliders Available

Discus B

LS-4

LS-3A

Mini Nimbus B
4-Grob 103 Acros
2-Grob 102s

stating there were no good candidates
for the award. The board met later to
elect him unanimously for the honor.
President Karol Hines said Peterson
has helped make sure “we could fly
around Mt. Diablo” and has managed
several cross-country and thermaling
camps. “He does what he wants to
do, but not by himself. He brings a
lot of people along with him,” she
said.

800-345-SOAR

775-782-7627
Fax 775-782-6505

* website : http//www.soarminden.com
e email : soarminden@powernet.net
* 3 - 250 hp Pawnee towplanes
e Our professional staff will assist you from
tiedown/assembly to staging & takeoff

Hourly

$57
$48
$48
$48
$60
$41

*Dai Iy Mar.-Sept.

$250
$215
$215
$215
$260
$190

New for 2001:
26 New Glider Tiedowns on the East Side.

Therewill beroom for all. We have placed them on
both the north and south side of runway 21. Each tie
down is 60 feet wide with an 18 inch wide, 24 foot
long concrete pier for the main tire and fusel age.

Accessto these tie downs will be by the new perim-
eter road (paving will be complete by the end of
August) but also by escort by Soar Minden staff. The
East Sideis coming on line, be one of the first with
your own tie down. $4 Day, $18 Month, $200 Y ear.

* Daily rate includes unlimited use of glider, O,, Barograph, Parachute & 1st tow up to 3000 ft tow.
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PASCO Calendar of Events

PASCO Board Meetings in 2002:
Note that there will NOT be a Board
meeting every month: check the cal-
endar for scheduled meetings, TBA.

May 27-31: Region 11 North Open
Class Regional Championship,
Siskiyou County Airport, Montague,
CA. Contact Gary Kemp, P.O. box
405 Willows, CA 95988, 530-934-
2482, gkemp@diamond.sunset.net.

April 13: Air Sailing Spring Cleaning
Work Party, Air Sailing Gliderport,
NV. Contact Dale Thompson,
dale@sinewave.com, 4443 Fieldcrest
Dr. Richmond, Ca. 94803-2001, 510-
223-4259.

June 15,16, 22-24: Region 11 Cham-
pionships, Minden-Tahoe Airport,
Minden, NV. All classes. Contact
Andrew McFall, 775-884-4394,
AndrewMcFall @aol.com

June 17-21: 2002 Air Sailing
Thermaling Camp, Air Sailing, NV.
Contact Rolf Peterson, 2618 Tahoe
Dr., Livermore, CA 94550,
rolfpete@aol.com, (925) 447-5620 h,
(925) 447-4255 w.

June 23-28: 2002 Air Sailing Cross-
Country Camp, Air Sailing, NV. Con-
tact Chad Moore, 5431 Southside Rd,
Hollister, CA 95023-9123, (831)
636-6864 h, chad@outside-the-

box.org

July 1-6: 2002 Air Sailing Sports
Class Contest, Air Sailing Gliderport,
NV. Practice Day June 30. SSA-
Sanctioned Regional Contest. Contact
Chad Moore, 5431 Southside Rd,
Hollister, CA 95023-9123, (831)
636-6864 h, chad@outside-the-

box.org

July 4-7: Family weekend at Air
Sailing Gliderport, NV. Contact
Rosemary Hayes, 9732 State Route
445, PMB 356, Sparks, NV 89436,
(775) 475-2440, crhayes@soar-
palomino.com.

July 8-12: NSA Safari from
AirSailing, NV. Contact Vern Frye
for information at (775) 825-1125,

eagleduble@aol.com

July 15-19: Air Sailing Badge and
Record Camp I, Air Sailing, NV. For
information contact Charlie Hayes,
9732 Pyramid Lake Highway, PMB
356, Sparks, NV. 89436. Email
crhayes@soar-palomino.com. (775)
475-2440

July 16-25: 15-Meter Nationals,
Tonopah, NV. Practice Days July
14,15. Contact Jim Norris, 767
Palermo Dr., Santa Barbara, CA
93105-4449, (805) 898-1008 h,
jim@interwoof.com, website
www.imdata.com

July 22-26: Air Sailing Badge and
Record Camp |1, Air Sailing, NV.
For information contact Charlie
Hayes, 9732 Pyramid Lake Highway,
PMB 356, Sparks, NV. 89436. Email
crhayes@soar-palomino.com. (775)
475-2440

August 10,11: The Fifth Annual
Gerlach Dash, Air Sailing Gliderport
to Gerlach, NV. Sponsored by Ne-
vada Soaring Association. Contact
Vern Frye for information at (775)
825-1125. Motel reservations at
Bruno’sin Gerlach (775) 557-2220.

Re: Jim Herd’s
article on
Minden Nov 01
WestWind

Perhaps there are some miscon-
ceptions about Minden!s current sta-
tus as a base for sailplanes. In a nut-
shell, soaring hereis as alive and well
as it ever has been. We have no “en-
croaching” urban growth around the
airport that | know of that is hindering
glider operations. | know of no sig-
nificant loss of facilities and services.
Powered flight operations other than
sailplanes and tows account for about
30-40% of all flight ops. Gliders
based on the field have grown from
about 25 to over 80 in the past 10
years. Paved parking areas used by

.

sailplanes are 50% larger than they
were in 1990. Actually the
soaring community!s pro-
fileis much larger than it
was as evidenced by nu-
merous visiting soaring
pilots and their birds dur-
ing March-September.
During the summer we can
have as many as 100 glid-
ers on the field.

The Minden
Soaring Club works
hand in glove with
the airport manage-
ment. | n essence
Minden continues as
the premier soaring
site of choice for
records, training and
cross country flights. It
has also evolved into the
motorglider capital of the world with
as many as 25 powered ships on the
flight line during the summer season.

-

L etter
to
the

Editor

;.

As far as loss of soaring privi-
leges, the facts are that the
FAA grant assurances under
which the airport operates pro-
hibit restrictions imposed by
airport management against
any particular class of aero-
nautical activity without FAA
approval. My experience since
flying a glider out of this field
for 12 yearsis there have been
no accidents involving power
aircraft and gliders. This
says a lot about cooperation
and sound airmanship demon-
strated by both the power pi-
lots and the sailplane pi-
lots. Minden Soaring
Clubts plans for growth is
simply alogical evolution
of soarings growth at this
airfield.

Best Regards,
Pete Williams

Page 12 — December 2001



WESTWIND

of space to fill
WLeOct:?)uId pro_mc)te t_he
charitible giw_ng thing

for the Chrlsf[masI

Season only bigger!

PASCO

isa
503 c(3)
not for profit
Corporatj on

contribytj ons
are tax
deduct; ble

Consider PASco inyour
Charitap|e giving plans,

for Mmore information
Contact
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L ooking To L ower

Your Soaring Costs?
Look to Silverado Soaring Inc.

Become a member of Silverado Soaring, Inc. and

cut your soaring costs. Share ownership of 2 Grob
103s (2-place) and 1 DG-101 (single place). For a
monthly cost of $60, enjoy the following benefits.

< A generous, reserved scheduling allowance.

* No hourly use charges.

« Access to club gliders for cross-country flights.
« Ability to fly with other experienced pilots.

» Gliders based at various locations, giving vari-
ety to your flying and taking advantage of
gliderports seasonal conditions.

For additional information contact:
Doug Lent, (916)966-4038, dplent@aol.com

Membership requirements are private pilot certifi-
cate in gliders, checkout with an approved instruc-
tor, and initiation fee. Pilots using gliders for
cross-country must meet certain minimum require-
ments.

PASCO

isa
503 c(3)
not for profit
corporation

contributions
are tax
deductible

Consider PASCO in your
charitable giving plans.

for more information
contact
Ty White
Membership VP

Vice President Ty White

41600 Marigold Drive
Fremont, CA 94539-4716

510-490-6765 h; 408-616-8379 w

tylerwhite@earthlink.net

If it flies, we have the avionics for it!
Sales & Service

KING « COLLINS - NARCO « BENDIX
EDO-AIR « GENAVE « ASTRONAUTICS

>AIE)

“SERVING GENERAL AVIATION SINCE 1971”
Darrel A. Strachan, President « Debra K. Phillips, Office Manager

AVIONICS. Inc

1250 Aviation Ave., Suite 110 « San Jose, CA 95110 « (408) 295-4144




Barograph Cr_os$hCogntr3{ goa_ring
Calibration in The Great Basin

ORDER YOUR CD NOW

SerVI Ce YEAR 1999 & 2000 PASCO

Extended XC Soaring Seminar

SGA AppI’OVEd FaCI/I ty This CD contains the 1999 and the 2000 Briefings
Includes goodies and software tools
Cal | bra‘“ on 16 Hours of 18 Briefings by:
, , i , ) Enevoldson, Gudgel, Herold, 1zuno, Kemp,
$25if you hand deliver, or mail & pickup in person Plaszowiecki, Payne, & Semans
$35 plus UPS insured for mechanical Baros 158 GdPE Reﬁorlded Fhlig:lts byh31 Pilots
: Rendered by Charles Thaeler with 3D Terrain
$40 f9r Elecltronlc B,arographs’ EW, XYLON, Includes Cambridge PC Software Ver. 5.882
GPS Navigators: Cambridge, Filser, Volkslogger, etc. Includes PowerPoint97, Excel97, and Acrobat 3.01 Viewers
Will Calibrate asyou wait (1.5 Hr) by appointment You can view CD with your browser or the Viewers
C.H. Engineering
1230 Riverberry Drive If you have an Apple MacOS, order an Apple CD.
Reno, NV 89509
PhOI”IQ/ FAX (775) 786-8505 Write & Mail a $17.00 check made out to:
E-mail: cdherold@gbis.com Carl Herold, PASCO CD

1230 Riverberry Drive, Reno NV 89509

PALOMINQO

VALLEY SOARING

A friendly glider business located at Air Sailing, Reno Nevada.
We offer flight instruction, rides, rentals, and maintenance.

ASK-21 2-33 SZD-51 PW-5 TOWS

dual trainer dual trainer junior world class

$45... $20... $35.0m $30.cn Pl

$105 per day $90 per day plus $5

Dual Cross-Country Adventures
Looking to venture into cross-country soaring? Try a dual cross country flight! Learn
$ 3 OO the art of thermalling, increase your flight efficiency, and discuss strategy under the
watchful eye of an instructor. This training will accelerate you skills, whether you are
$ 1 5 o looking for a first flight away from the home airport or just looking for feedback and
half day increased confidence. Includes ASK-21 rental and instruction; tows and retrieves extra.

full day

Charlie Hayes— owner and operator
www.soar-palomino.com (775) 475-2440
Air Sailing offers camping, lodging, guest facilities, and access to superb soaring.




Join PASCO today!

A $25 Membership includes A One
Y ear subscription to WestWind

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

email

O New 0O Renewal 0O Gift

(from )

Please make checks ($25)payable to PASCO
Send to: Ty White, Membership Chairman
41600 Marigold Drive » Fremont, CA 94539
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