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Volume 35, No (8) (500 Copies)  Calendar of Events, Ty White; Editorial Policy: WestWind is the journal of the Pacific Soaring Council.
Material published in WestWind is freely contributed by members of PASCO. The accuracy of information and the opinions expressed are the
responsibility of the contributor. Other publications may reproduce material printed herein, but credit is requested as to source. Classified rate
is $10 per up to 35 words. Send ad and payment to editor. Display advertising rates available upon request. Articles and photo submissions are
encouraged. The deadline for submission is the 5th day of the preceding month. Submit all materials to Editor, Janice  Hoke 4188 Plateau
Ct, Reno,  NV  89509, 775-747-4145 h, 775-788-6307 w, janice@abaris.com

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of the Pacific Soaring Council, Inc., a non-profit, 501(c)3 corporation, is to initiate, sponsor, promote and carry out
plans, policies and activities that will further the education and development of soaring pilots. Specifically, activities will promote
and teach the safety of flight; meteorology; training in the physiology of flight, and the skills of cross country and high altitude
soaring. Other activities will be directed towards the development of competition pilots and the organization and support of
contests at the local, regional, national and international levels of soaring. PASCO is the acronym for the Council. WestWind is
the monthly publication of PASCO. Material may be reprinted without permission. The present board will remain in office until
November 1999. Current dues are $25 annually from the month after receipt of payment.

Sierra Highway Information
Auburn - 702 793-1313

Reno - 775 793-1313 Truckee - 775 793-1313

Aviation Weather Briefings
National Weather Service, Reno

800 WX-BRIEF (#*318) (775) 858-1300 (#*318)

Soaring Meteorology Consultant
Doug Armstrong

Skybird98@aol.com

Information Numbers
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WORLD WIDE WEB ADDRESSES - REGION 11
SOARING SOCIETY OF AMERICA http://www.ssa.org

PACIFIC SOARING COUNCIL    http://www.ranlog.com/pasco/index.html
AIR SAILING INC.   http://www.airsailing.org

JIM AND JACKIE PAYNE - FAI BADGE PAGE   http://home.aol.com/JPAviation
BAY AREA SOARING ASSOCIATES    http://users.aol.com/BAYSOAR/homepage.htm

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SOARING CLUB   http://www.soaravenal.com
CHICO SOARING ASSOCIATION   http://www.syix.com/clarkaw/csa_home.html

MINDEN SOARING CLUB   http://www.community.net/~soaring/msc.html
MOUNT SHASTA SOARING CENTER   http://www.community.net/~soaring/mssc.html
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SOARING ASSC.   http://www.bethany.edu/psych/ncsa

PALOMINO VALLEY SOARING   www.soar-palomino.com
RENO SOARING FORECAST   http://nimbo.wrh.noaa.gov/Reno/rnosafrno.htm

SILVERADO SOARING, INC.    http://acro.harvard.edu/SSI/silverad.html
SOAR HOLLISTER    http://www.soarhollister.com/

WILLIAMS SOARING CENTER    http://www.williamssoaring.com/
VALLEY SOARING ASSOCIATION    http://www.community.net/~soaring/

Air Sailing, Inc. Airport David Volkmann 530-246-7559

Attitude Aviation 299 W. Jack London Blvd.
 Livermore, CA 94550, (925) 456-2276

Central California Soaring Club   Avenal Gliderport -
600 LaNeva Blvd, Avenal  CA 93204, 559-386-9552

Chico Soaring Association (CSA) - Orland Airport, Orland,
CA. Contact Elden Hinkle,  530-898-8101 h,
ehinkle@aol.com
Crazy Creek Soaring 18896 Grange Road, P.O. Box 575,
Middletown, CA 95461, 707-987-9112

High Country Soaring Douglas County Airport, P.O. Box
70, Minden, NV 89423, 775-782-4944

Mt. Diablo Soaring, Inc. Rolf Peterson,  Flt. Instructor
2618 Tahoe Drive, Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 447-5620, rolfpete@aol.com
North Valley Aviation Montague Airport P.O. Box 70
Montague, CA 96064 (916) 459-3456

Northern California Soaring Association (NCSA) Byron
Airport, Byron, CA.  (925)  516-7503  Contact Mike
Schneider (925) 426-1412

Owens Valley Soaring, 619-387-2673, 5201 Westridge
Rd., Rt 2, Bishop, CA 93514

Palomino Valley Soaring, Air Sailing Gliderport, NV.
Mailing address, Palomino Valley Soaring, PMB 356,
9732 State Route 445, Sparks, Nv. 89436. (775) 475-
2440, info@soar-palomino.com, www.soar-palomino.com

Hollister Gliding Club, Hollister Airport – Hollister
California,  831-636-3799, 831-636-7705 FAX,
info@soarhollister.com

Soar Minden Douglas County Airport, P.O. Box 1764,
Minden, NV 89423, 775-782-SOAR(7627), 800-345-7627

Soar Truckee, Inc. P.O. Box 2657, Truckee Airport, CA
96160, 916-587-6702

Williams Soaring Center 2668 Husted Road, Williams,
CA 95987, 530-473-5600, soaring@colusanet.com
http://www.williamssoaring.com/

Air Sailing, Inc. Airport
David Volkmann 530-246-7559

Bay Area Soaring Associates (BASA) - Hollister Air-
port, Hollister, CA; Truckee Airport, Truckee, CA; Dou-
glas County Airport, Minden, NV. Contact Stan Davies,
(408) 238-2880.

Central California Soaring Club Avenal Gliderport,
Avenal, CA. Contact Mario Crosina, 1747 Bobolink Lane,
Fresno, CA (559) 251-7933.

Chico Soaring Association (CSA) - Orland Airport, Orland,
CA. Contact Elden Hinkle,  530-898-8101 h,
ehinkle@aol.com

Crazy Creek Soaring Society (CCSS) - Crazy Creek
Gliderport, Middletown, CA. Contact Roger Archey, (415)
924-2424.

Las Vegas Valley Soaring Association -  Jean Air-
port, NV,  P.O.Box 19902, Jean, NV 89019-1902.
702-874-1420, elmimi@aol.com

Minden Soaring Club - P.O. Box 361, Minden, NV 89423
Contact Rick Walters (775) 265-3386.

Mount Shasta Soaring Center  – Siskiyou County
Airport, Montague, CA, Contact Stew Tittle, 541-
882-1550, N64UW@aol.com

Nevada Soaring Association (NSA) - Air Sailing
Gliderport, NV. Contact Vern Frye   (775) 825-1125 h

Northern California Soaring Association (NCSA) Byron
Aiport, Byron, CA. Contact Mike Schneider (925) 426-
1412

Silverado Soaring Association - Crazy Creek Gliderport,
Middletown, CA; Calistoga Soaring Center, Calistoga,
CA; Truckee Airport, Truckee, CA. Contact Douglas Lent
(916) 966-4038

Valley Soaring Association (VSA) - 2668 Husted Road,
Williams, CA 95987. Contact Peter Kelly (707) 448-6422

REGION 11 CLUBS
& ASSOCIATIONS

REGION 11 GLIDER
OPERATIONS
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Gliders Available Hourly *Daily (March-Sept) * Daily (Oct-Feb)

Discus B $57 $250 $180
LS-4 $48 $215 $145
LS-3A $48 $215 $145
Mini Nimbus $48 $215 $145
4-Grob 103 Acros $60 $260 $190
2-Grob 102s $41 $190 $120
SGS 2-32 $60

Dual Only Dual Only

• website : http//www.soarminden.com
• email : soarminden@powernet.net

• 260 hp Pawnee towplane
• Our professional staff will assist you from

tiedown/assembly to staging & takeoff

800-345-SOAR
775-782-7627
Fax 775-782-6505

Minden - Tahoe Airport
Minden, Nevada

* Daily rate includes unlimited use of glider, O2, Barograph, Parachute plus one 3000 ft tow.

New Rates

Minutes of PASCO Board Meeting on
June 5, 2000

Meeting called to order at 7:43 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Sumner Davis,
Charlie Hayes, Tony Gaechter, Dick
Horn, Bruce Roberts, Diana Bishey

ABSENT: Fran Allender, John Bell,
Sergio Colacevich

MINUTES:  Minutes from May meet-
ing approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Ap-
proved.  Current status:
Checking $12,724; Savings $2,944;
Scholarship Fund  $6,032.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PUBLICATIONS:  No report.
SAWYER AWARD: No report

SAFETY:  No report

MEMBERSHIP:  Ty White has sent
the latest membership list to Bruce
Roberts who will look into publish-
ing it for the membership.

PASCO LEAGUE: Tony Gaechter re-
ports that Avenal contest was great
fun with 16 gliders flying.  Cost was
higher due to extra tow plane called
in, but nearly broke even.

COMPETITION:  Still no word from
Steve Smith on finalization of 2001
contest manager.  Sumner to contact
Steve to finalize.

OLD BUSINESS: Letter of support
for glider-friendly airport develop-
ment from PASCO to Minden-Tahoe
Airport mailed.  Hope to establish
dialog to complete glider-related

Minutes of the PASCO Board of Directors
items on the 1995 development plan.

NEW BUSINESS: Karol Hines sug-
gested that PASCO support the
Women’s Soaring Seminar with a
$200 donation. Tony Gaetcher so
moved, Charlie Hayes seconded,
board approved unanimously.
John Bell sent an email indicating
that the Forest Service plans to close
Gravelly Valley Airport on July 8.
This airport is a useful landout strip
if flying from Crazy Creek or Will-
iams.  Sergio Colacevich sent a letter
to the Forest Service as PASCO
Safety Officer indicating our desire
to keep this airport available for use.

NOTE: no board meeting in July.
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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News
in brief

to reserve for early next year.  Just
call Sergio or write.  See page 2 for
contact information.

From Connie Indrebo: Pasco
Egg returns to Crazy Creek Soaring:
Congratulations to Rick Anderson on
his flight to Williams June 10 and re-
trieving the PASCO Egg.

When asked how his flight went,
Rick said, “It was fun, a real kick! It
was easy getting there, and harder
getting back! I towed to Boggs, cloud
base was 5800', then flew to the Gold
mines and got real low and came
back. “I got a little higher, to 6200',
went back to the Gold mines, got up
to 7000', then glided all the way to
Williams, finishing at 140 ks.”

Rick told me he hung around
Williams a little too long talking to
the guys and admiring their new
computer toys.  He said, “It was a
little harder returning home to Crazy
Creek, I towed to Sisters, climbed up
to 7000' headed towards Walker
Ridge, and almost didn’t make it.” It
was tricky, he said. “Clouds were

From Gary Kemp: If you are go-
ing to fly in the Region 11 soaring
Championships in Montague, Aug.
30-Sept 4, please e-mail me so we
can have enough tow planes and out-
houses. As of this moment, looks like
we have nine in the Open Class (I am
sure this is the largest regionals in
recent memory). Kemp’s email ad-
dress is gkemp@sunset.net.

From Sergio Colacevich: High
Altitude Chamber Training and
“flights” take place approximately
every first Thursday of the month at
Beale Air force Base near
Marysville, Calif.  Unfortunately,
they are all booked to the end of the
year.  If somebody is interested, I
will call the first days of September,

weird, sporadic, they would work
real good and then die, work and die,
so I had to pick and choose.” Finish-
ing with a high speed pass over
Crazy Creek, Rick describes his day
as fantastic. Fr

From the SSA website: In the
Sports Class Nationals at Ephrata,
Wash., in early July, Region 11 com-
petition pilots finished high in the
results:Ray Gimmey took second in
an LS-8B, Joe Findley was in eighth
place with a Ventus B and MB, a Duo
Discus, flown by the team of Green
and Klemmedson finished 17th.   In
the Region 8 contest that ran at the
same time at Ephrata, Gary Kemp of
Willows, Calif., took second in his
Nimbus 3 and “JJ” John Sinclair and
John Hinkle, flying JJ’s ASH-25, tied
for third.

From Doug Armstrong : Peek at
Uvalde.The top West Coast soaring
pilots finished very well with Jim
and Tom Payne taking second in the
Open and Rick Walters getting third
in the 18M. Congrats to them!

Rick Anderson with PASCO Egg
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Minisafetytips
The Low Altitude

Stall and Spin

by Sergio Colacovich

The topic of low altitude stall
and spin is recurring, mysterious,
and fatal. These accidents have the
same general description and out-
come: the glider makes a turn at low
altitude, it stalls and spins. I also
have two little personal episodes on
the matter.

The first epi-
sode happened
about 12 years
ago in
Georgetown, TX.
It was a normal
day and I flew a
normal landing
pattern but I was
at a somewhat
lower altitude
than normal. I
concentrated my
attention on some
movements near
the edge of the
runway, where
gliders were be-
ing pushed,
people were look-
ing for the tow rope etc.

Half way on my final turn, I was
distracted by a strange noise, most of
it coming from the open side win-
dow. Checking for the source of the
disturbance, with my big surprise I
noticed that the yaw string was all
the way off one side. The airspeed
was normal. I corrected the attitude
of the glider and had a normal land-
ing.

It seems that our perception of
the speed and attitude is distorted
when we are near the ground. We fly
for hours at high altitude, without an
actual physical reference point, and
then we are at low altitude for only
about one minute - our perceptive
system has to adapt very fast to a
rapidly changing reference frame.

 I concluded that I concentrated
my attention outside the aircraft, and
somehow this altered my perception
leading me to place the aircraft in a
wrong attitude.  Please note, this
does not happen at altitude, when I
circle looking outside for long inter-
vals.  In that case, when I look again
inside the cockpit I find that the
speed is normal and the yaw string is
centered. So, I can see that there is a
difference between turning at altitude
and turning near the ground.

Another episode happened about
eight years ago, flying out of Crazy
Creek, CA. It was a wave day so I
took a very high tow to a far away
place. I could not make it back and
had to land in a field. I did a 180 de-

gree turn to the right to land upwind.
I began the turn at an altitude of
about 300' above the ground and
ended it at about 200'. Here the
strange thing happened. I wanted a
speed of 55 knots or more, I had 50
so I pushed the stick forward. I
looked outside, then looked at the
speed: still 50 knots. Push the stick
forward, look out, look at the speed:
50 knots. I pushed the stick forward
again, now with more determination,
and I could see the nose lowering to-
ward the ground. After two or three
second, look at the speed: still 50
knots. At this point the turn was
completed and I had no problems
landing straight ahead at the desired
speed of 55 knots.

In conclusion, notwithstanding

my firm intention to keep the speed
of 55 knots, I was unable to do it
while in the turn. Evidently in the
few seconds that I was looking out-
side, my perceptive system was giv-
ing me erroneous information, so
that, without realizing it, my hand
was instinctively pulling back on the
stick. In this episode, the yaw string
was always well centered.

I do a lot of ridge soaring and am
used to the fact that when near to the
terrain, the speed must be monitored
every few seconds. So I did this time
and was able to correct an erroneous
trend that I was developing. It is pos-
sible that if I delayed the checking of
the speed, then the speed would de-
cay to dangerous limits.

 We do hun-
dreds of turns in
our flights, and
nobody spins un-
intentionally
when at altitude.
But we hear
about many stall
and spin acci-
dents near the
ground, just
when we are par-
ticularly alert.
There must be
something pecu-
liar about this
particular turn,
something re-
lated to our pro-
cessing of the
visual informa-

tion we gather from outside.
This phenomenon is odd enough

that at first sight it may be consid-
ered with curiosity but not given
much weight. My view now is: this
phenomenon is a killer. Over and
over again I read reports of accidents
with the same pattern: the pilot is in
a low turn, concentrates in the land-
ing area, the aircraft unexpectedly
(note: unexpectedly) enters a spin.
That pilot never spun at altitude
(who does?) but did spin this time.

Please look at the figure.  At
high altitude, the world turns around
us.  For example, in a left turn it ap-
pears under the left wing and disap-
pears under the right wing. There is a
lower altitude at which an object on
the ground does not move: we are
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pivoting around it. At an even lower
altitude, the world turns and is com-
ing forward at us: it does not appear
any more out of the lower wing.

You can try this at home, extend-
ing your arms and looking at the phe-
nomenon by turning only (high alti-
tude), by turning and walking around
a point (pivotal altitude), and by
turning and walking forward (low al-
titude). Looking at the arms extended
will magnify the phenomenon, but it
happens just the same without look-
ing at the arms, as well as without
looking at the wings while flying.

I would like to emphasize that
the numbers on the figure are only to
give a reference frame. We are here
in the presence of a perceptive pro-
cess: the danger altitude may be the
one calculated mathematically, or it
may be much lower, or much higher
than that. It may differ greatly from
individual to individual, and it may
also vary for the same individual in
different circumstances.

As the pilot descends in the turn,
the visual impression of the land-
scape slowing down and reversing
may give rise to the illusion that the
rate of turn is decreasing.  The pilot
may then apply inside rudder to make
the aircraft turn faster.  The second-
ary effect of giving inside rudder has
the consequence of lowering the nose
(the pilot corrects by pulling the
stick back) and increasing the angle
of bank (the pilot corrects by shifting
the stick to the outside).  So this is
the resulting attitude: stick back,
outside stick, inside rudder - a clas-
sic case of cross controls at low
speed. Ask an instructor to demon-
strate a spin entry: He will slow
down the aircraft, then when close to
the stall speed he will simultaneously
give inside rudder and outside aile-
ron.  This is the correct way to enter
a spin.

Piloting an airplane belongs to
the category of motion-related activi-
ties. The rational part of the brain
decides what it wants to do, while the
material execution is left to the mo-
tor control center in the back of the
brain where the information is pro-
cessed and reacted to, in an immedi-
ate and automatic way. When we
want to turn a car to the right we do
not calculate how many inches to

turn the steering wheel; when we ride
a bike we do not consciously order
our hands how far to turn the handle
to keep equilibrium etc. These opera-
tions are automatic. We just look out
and do whatever is necessary to make
our path look satisfactory to us.

So this is what happens in low al-
titude turns: the optical information
received by the motor control center
differs from the usual and the brain
automatically takes corrective action.
Unfortunately this curve, or turn, is
the only one different from the hun-
dreds of other turns done in that day.

Until now, these accidents have
been attributed generally to pilot er-
ror, and the recommendation has
been: “be cautious.” This is because
it is known that there exists the dan-
ger of low altitude stall and spin, but
is not well known what causes it. I
think that to recommend caution is
not enough: people must be told
what they have to guard against, and
how to cope with it.

To classify this set of circum-
stances in the category of pilot errors
is somewhat misleading. It seems to
imply that the pilot did not do a good
job, while an alert or good pilot
would not fall into the trap. I think
that because one is a good pilot, and
his or her brain is properly trained,
then he/she will be induced into er-
ror. It is an automatic process, rein-
forced by extended practice. But a
good pilot has other ways to check
him/herself, so as to spot the error
promptly and correct it.

Fortunately, a very effective rem-
edy exists to this state of affairs: 1)
check the speed frequently, at no
more than let’s say, four seconds in-
terval and 2) keep the yaw string
centered.

Unfortunately, these two sugges-
tions have a defect: they are such
common recommendations that we
think we are already observing them.
Also, they are easy to be forgotten in
the actual situation, because of wor-
ries related to landability etc.  So, I
would like to add another one, prob-
ably more important:

Recognize and keep well aware
of the fact that this is a particular,
tricky landing: our altitude is lower
than the one we are used to. Beware
of perception errors. Concentrate on

keeping the aircraft flying.
As a working tool, I suggest to

adopt the sing-song: “Close to
ground, check the speed, check the
speed, check the speed”. It com-
mands to check the speed approxi-
mately every 4 seconds.

 So the good news is, the solution
is pretty simple: just apply common
flying rules. The bad news is: people
don’t do it. They know those rules
very well and they normally follow
them, but they don’t do it just when
they need it the most. While concen-
trating outside the cockpit, attention
may be taken away from the attitude
of the aircraft and control be lost. It
is a matter of seconds, probably 7 or
8 seconds, judging from my own ex-
perience.

Remember that we rarely hear of
people that fall into a spin while fly-
ing straight ahead, or while turning
at altitude. But many pilots spin
when turning while close to the
ground. Monitoring speed and atti-
tude, as we normally do, is not
enough. At this time, we must be
much more observant than we nor-
mally do.

Watch for it would you?  May the
lift be with you all, Obi-Wan
Kenobis.

Edited by Kathy Hewitt.

Sergio Colacevich is a transportation
engineer and works for Caltrans in Sac-
ramento. He came from Italy in 1984
with a Silver badge, gained the Gold
badge in 1991, and the three-in-one-shot
Diamond in 1996.
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Flight into
Utah best
Sawyer
Award entry
by Sergio Colacevich

Rami Yanetz continues his
march toward a foreseeable win.
Can anybody stop him?  Come
on, you can make it if you try.
or can’t you?  Just remember,
send your flights at the end of
every month, don’t wait till the
last month.  Besides, to record
all the flights at the end of the
season is a real chore.

This month the best flight of
Rami started from Minden, east
across the whole state of Nevada
into Utah.  He went toward Salt
Lake City, passing a little to the
south and landing in Hebert
City.  Time in the air was 8
hours, 12minutes. The distance
was 455 statute miles.  Abso-
lutely impressive.

But note: to win the Sawyer
award it is not needed to do im-
pressive flights.  Believe me, I
participated in three Sawyer
Award contests. Three flights of
150 miles each earn more points
than Rami’s great flight.

If you only have a silver
badge, three flights of 75 miles
total a better score than Rami’s.
If you are a beginner, three
flights of 55 miles do even bet-
ter.  In addition, if you start
from less than 2000 feet, you
only need half of those dis-
tances.

So, congratulations to Rami -
and to the rest of you, just wake
up, fly, and send in your flights
every month, please. The rules
are in the PASCO web site and
in the March issue of West
Wind.

Soaring Wisdom
According to Bob McKay

Over the years I have written down thoughts about the lore of soaring in
the Sierra, as spoken by the Sage of Air Sailing,  Bob McKay.

-Sumner Davis
• Air Sailing is Mecca, but don’t face East and bow low.  Instead,
think LIFT!
• Spend all your time and money on soaring.  This is living, with
untold wealth in friends and memories.
• Don’t help strangers rig their ships unless you want to be their friends

for life.
• Forgive novice wing runners who only want to help, but hang on to the

wingtip too long.
• Never continue circling in sink until you land out.
• Be prepared to land out even when you circle in lift.
• Only beginners are lucky enough to fly in lift.  The rest of us have to

make do with dancing air and reduced sink.
• When you get low, never stick your arm out the window to signal for

help.  Wait until you land, then jump out of the ship and flap your arms
to show that you are all right and are as mad as a wet hen.

• Wave is where you find it, and is always there except when some-one
else has found it first.

• When using oxygen, remember that cannulas are good only to 18,000
feet unless you wish to go higher.

• In-flight computers, GPS’s, transponders, and flight trackers are great,
but they can’t take the place of one good thermal.

• Keep any sailplane you buy at least ten years.  By then you’ll just begin
to fly it well.

• Accumulate as much soaring paraphernalia (junk) as possible and store
it in unlabeled boxes in your truck and car.  Then you’ll always have
enough gear to repair or replace anything, but will never be able to find
it.

• Always keep a sparkle in your eyes and a smile on your face, even when
you’ve been scratching all day and everyone else has flown to the Moon
and back.
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Barograph
Calibration

Service
SSA Approved Facility

Calibration
$25 if you hand deliver, or mail & pickup in person

$35 plus UPS insured for mechanical Baros
$40 for Electronic Barographs, EW, XYLON,

GPS Navigators: Cambridge, Filser, Volkslogger, etc.
Will Calibrate as you wait (1.5 Hr) by appointment

C.H. Engineering
1230 Riverberry Drive

Reno, NV  89509
Phone / FAX (775) 786-8505
E-mail:  cdherold@gbis.com

Looking To Lower
Your Soaring Costs?

Look to Silverado Soaring Inc.

Become a member of Silverado Soaring, Inc. and cut
your soaring costs. Share ownership of 2 Grob 103s
(2-place) and 1 DG-101 (single place). For a monthly
cost of $60, enjoy the following benefits.

• A generous, reserved scheduling allowance.
• No hourly use charges.
• Access to club gliders for cross-country flights.
• Ability to fly with other experienced pilots.
• Gliders based at various locations, giving variety to

your flying and taking advantage of gliderports sea-
sonal conditions.

For additional information contact:
Doug Lent, (916)966-4038, dplent@aol.com

Membership requirements are private pilot certificate
in gliders, checkout with an approved instructor, and
initiation fee.  Pilots using gliders for cross-country
must meet certain minimum requirements.

ORDER YOUR CD NOW

YEAR 1999 & 2000 PASCO
Extended XC Soaring Seminar

This CD contains the 1999 and the 2000 Briefings
Includes goodies and software tools
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If you have an Apple MacOS, order an Apple CD.

Cross Country Soaring
in The Great Basin

Write & Mail a $17.00 check made out to:

Carl Herold, PASCO CD

1230 Riverberry Drive, Reno NV 89509
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Womens’
Seminar a
Success
by Karol Hines

In the middle of July, 20 women
glider pilots from all over this coun-
try showed up at AirSailing in Ne-
vada for a week of activities that
they won’t soon forget.  Four of them
brought along crew (all male) who
were also glider pilots.  Many of
these pilots had not had the experi-
ence of flying in the high desert, es-
pecially those from Maryland,
Florida and Virginia where it is hard
to find any geographical feature that

you can’t see over.
They were in for a great, perhaps

somewhat intimidating, treat as we
had a week of some of the best soar-

ing weather that Nevada
has to offer. The tows
alone were an adventure
for some. One of our own
local pilots got the soaring
“prize”. Cindy Donovan
completed her gold dis-
tance / diamond goal flight
to Lobdell Lake on Mt.
Patterson and back. This
flight also qualified for
some feminine Nevada
State records - watch
Soaring magazine for the
details. Congratulations,
Cindy!

The whole crew really
enjoyed “getting” her
home that day and dousing
her with a bucket of water (We on
the ground in 100+ degree heat were
totally insensitive to how cold it can
be when you have been at or above
15,000 feet for several hours.)

The women were also
treated with the usual
high-quality, informative
lectures from some of
Nevada’s finest, includ-
ing Carl Herold, Rick
Walters, Bruce Laxalt
and great weather from
Doug Armstrong. Of
course we had Norma
Burnett taking care of
participants and support
crew with breakfast,
lunch and constant atten-
tion to the radio. The
crown jewel of each day
was the gourmet feast
typically pre-
pared by
Rosemary
Hayes with a

special treat one evening
- Pam and Karol’s signa-
ture ribs. Now that they

Melody Charlton, left, our scholarship recipient, tried each
day to do a cross-country in her 1-26.  On Friday, Monique
Weil, right, put her in the NCSA Grob and showed her how it’s
done by flying to Truckee.

The morning talks in the Air Sailing hangar were always
informative and often entertaining. Left to right: Connie Buenafe
of New Mexico, Lori Brand of Oregon, Neita Montague of
Connecticut, Elle O’Riley of Maryland and Melody Charlton
of Colorado.

Terry Duncan explains a glide calculator she made for her
Libelle. Speakers included Doug Armstrong, Rolf Peterson,
Rick Walters, Carl Herold and Bruce Laxalt.  On Friday, lec-
turers were women: Duncan, Pam Sutton and Karol Hines.

know what to expect, everyone says
they want to come back...to fly the
records and eat the food.

Karol Hines co-managed the 2000
Women ’s Soaring Seminar with Pam
Sutton. Karol took her first glider lesson
at Skysail ing in Fremont in 1982. She
got her Silver duration and altitude at
the first Women ’s Soaring Seminar held
at AirSail ing in 1985 and has flown over
1400 hours in gliders, including many
cross country fl ights. She competed in
numerous Regional and four National
contests in her Pegasus and her ASW-
24 and won the AirSail ing Sports Class
contest in 1996. In 1989, Karol was the
13th U.S. woman to complete her Dia-
mond Badge and has won several Ne-
vada and one National Feminine Soaring
Records.

Karol is also active on the adminis-
trative side of soaring. She served as
President and Treasurer of PASCO,
managed two Region 11 and one Na-
tional Contest and is currently a SSA
Region 11 Director. When she isn ’t f ly-
ing, Karol works (too) hard as a profes-
sional computer systems consultant.

������������������	
�
Submit all materials to Editor, Janice
Hoke, 4188 Plateau Ct, Reno,  NV
89509, 775-747-4145 h, 775-788-

6307 w, janice@abaris.com
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If it flies, we have the avionics for it!
Sales & Service

KING • COLLINS •NARCO • BENDIX
EDO-AIR • GENAVE • ASTRONAUTICS

1250 Aviation Ave., Suite 110 • San Jose, CA 95110 • (408) 295-4144

“SERVING GENERAL AVIATION SINCE 1971”
Darrel A. Strachan, President • Debra K. Phillips, Office Manager

Scholarship winner Ami Howard started with an empty log
book and filled up the first page before she went home to
Florida.

Phyllis Wells of Colorado brought her husband, also a glider
pilot, but she did all the flying.  She is a CFIG and enjoyed
flying with no students for a change.

Between breakfast by Norma Burnette, left, lunch specials and
evening feasts by Rosemary Hayes, right, the attendees all
went home with a few extra pounds.

Gourmet delights from Rosemary Hayes’ kitchen punctuated
each glorious day.  Left to right: Kathy Taylor of New Mexico,
Chris Schnier of Arizona, Ami Howard of Florida and Karol
Hines of California behind them.
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New pilots fly
with PASCO
League at
Truckee, Air
Sailing
by Tony Gaechter

The PASCO League contest at
Soar Truckee was a big success with
17 pilots competing. We did achieve
our objective of getting a few of the
newer pilots to try cross-country
soaring.

The weather was good both days,
although a little weak on Saturday.
The weak Saturday weather resulted
in only one pilot completing the task
and six landouts at Reno Stead.
Those of us there were able to keep
each other company.

Everyone had a good time Satur-
day and got back to Truckee in time
to enjoy another great Aldinger bar-
becue.

The Sunday weather was much
better and 12 of the 16 pilots com-
pleted the task. The Pundit and Inter-
mediate task was to Nervino, Air
Sailing and back to Truckee. Novices
went to Hallelujah Junction, Air Sail-

ing and back to Truckee.
All pilots enjoyed the
Sunday flying.

Special thanks go to
Soar Truckee for hosting
the event, their very ef-
ficient line
personnel,clean facilities
and great hospitality; To
Dean Aldinger for the
first-class CD perfor-
mance and task calling;
To Karol “Hawk Eye”
Hines for running the
gate and doing the scor-
ing; To Dean and Midge
Aldinger for the great
barbecue and special
dessert; Where else do
you get ice cream at a
soaring event?

The Rubber Duckie
team was first for the
weekend with 13 points.
Sergio Colacevich was
the big individual win-
ner with a first both
days.

The final PASCO
League contest of the
season was at Air Sail-
ing, Nev., on Aug. 5-6. This turned
out to be another success with 17 pi-
lots flying for six teams and two ad-
ditional pilots also flying the as-
signed tasks. A couple of pilots even
flew their ships down from Truckee
for this event.

The weather cooperated with
only one landout on the first day, and
no landouts the second day. The one
landout was the result of trying to fly
a Schweizer 1-26 (max L/D of 26 at
43 knots) from Air Sailing to
Yerington and back, a distance of
131 miles. That is simply too far for
a 26:1 glider under normal circum-
stances.

Charlie Hayes provided briefings
on the airport operations and local
conditions, Ty White performed the
CD duties on the 5th and Steve Smith
provided this service on the 6th. The
Pundit/Intermediate tasks took us to
Yerington the first day and to Topaz
International the second day. The
Novice tasks went out to Silver
Springs and to Dayton Valley. On the
first day Brian Collins flew the com-
plete Novice task twice bettering his
time by 5 minutes on the second time
around. You won’t be a Novice next
year, Brian!

Air Sailing showed its great hos-
pitality with an outstanding fajita
dinner prepared and served by Rose-
mary Hayes. The dinner was comple-
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mented by fresh corn on the cob pro-
vided by Alex and Norma Burnette
who also brought fresh cantaloupe
from Fallon. A fine and safe time
was had by all.

The Air Sailing winners were
Brian Collins, Novice; Charlie Hoke,
Intermediate; and Steve Smith, Pun-
dit.

PASCO League had a good sea-
son with an average of more than 18
pilots per event.  One of the primary
purposes of PASCO League is to get
more novice pilots to try cross-coun-
try flying.  Novice interest was high
with an average of six novice pilots
per event.  The pundits and other ex-
perienced pilots were a big help pro-
viding coaching and advice to the
novice and intermediate pilots.

Thanks to the Williams Soaring
Center, Central California Soaring
Club, Soar Truckee and Air Sailing
for hosting the events and providing
the extra help needed.
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Discus B For Sale, available immediately in Minden, excellent condition see http://
www.members.home.net/tkreyche/discus.htm or call Tom

Kreyche 206-890-4965.

STANDARD CIRRUS S/N 9, N184N 1776 hrs,
Experimental. RICO and Winter varios, A-8
oxygen, Security 150, Bayside 990-5 crew ra-
dio, water bags. Needs batteries, radio, and
trailer $11k. Dick Cook (650) 941 2478, e-mail
to patcook@concentric.net

FOR SALE BG-12, $4500, 32:1, wood construc-
tion, good condition, a great first cross country

ship. Got my silver and gold badges in it. Radio,
audio vario, open trailer, new canopy. Easy to land

with 60 degree flaps. Call Chad Moore 831-385-
4446, chad@outside-the-box.org.

WestWind Classified Ads on the WORLD WIDE WEB
Now for one low price - $10 per month for 35 words. Your WESTWIND
classified ad will also appear on PASCO’s WWWpage! Be sure to
include your e-mail address in your ad.

Classified Ads
Calendar of

Events
August 5,6: PASCO League Meet #4, Air

Sailing Gliderport, Palomino Valley, NV.

Contact Tony Gaechter, (408) 867-2182 h,

Tony-gaechter@worldnet.att.net

August 12,13: The Third Annual Gerlach

Dash, Air Sailing Gliderport to Gerlach,

NV. Sponsored by NSA. Contact Vern

Frye for information at (775) 825-1125.

Motel reservations at Bruno’s in Gerlach

(775) 557-2220.

August 30 - September 4: Region 11 North

Contest, Siskiyou County Airport,

Montague. 18th is practice. Contact: Man-

ager Nancy Kemp P.O. box 405 Willows,

Ca 95988, 530-934-2482 or register online

with SSA. e-mail is

gkemp@diamond.sunset.net.Awaiting new calendar and ads
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• Open May 1 - October 2

• Tows, Instruction, Rides, Rental

• Camp in the pine trees at the Airport

• Shower, bunk room golf carts,
tie-downs

• Friendly and Fun • Sat night Bar-B-Q
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Williams Soaring Center (530) 473-5600
Rex & Noelle Mayes

2668 Husted Road, Williams CA 95987-5105
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Proudly servicing the Soaring Community for over 15 years

• Winter Instruments

• Tost Products, Tire Releases

• Mylar Seals, Wing Tape

• Pilot Supplies

• Cambridge GPS

• Oxygen Systems

• Flight Accessories

• Training, Rides & Rental

Formerly
PIK Pacific

Use of Mode C
Transponders
Reno, Nevada

The potential conflict between
gliders and commercial air traffic
near Reno has increased with the
growth of commercial jet traffic into
Reno-Tahoe Airport (RNO) during
the past few years.  PASCO empha-
sizes that glider pilots operating in
the Reno area must be alert for all
air traffic arriving and departing
RNO.

Transponder signals are received
by Traffic Collision Avoidance Sys-
tems (TCAS) on board commercial
aircraft as well as by Air Traffic
Control (ATC) Radar. By Air Traf-
fic Control (ATC) Letter of Agree-
ment, gliders in the Reno area can
transmit the 0440 transponder code
in the blind, without establishing ra-
dio contact with Reno Approach
Control.

PASCO recommends that gliders
operating cross country, within 50
NM of Reno-Tahoe Airport, install
and use a Mode C altitude encoding
transponder.



PASCO
Pacific Soaring Council
41600 Marigold Drive
Fremont, CA 94539

Join PASCO today!
PACIFIC SOARING COUNCIL

Please make checks payable to PASCO
Send to: Ty White, Membership Chairman

41600 Marigold Drive • Fremont, CA 94539

Membership includes 12 monthly issues of WestWind  Magazine
Investment: $25 Annually

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

email

��New   ��Renewal  ��Gift (from       )
��Additional (tax deductible) contribution enclosed.


